MIRAMAR: 


Jan Hammer Talks About His New Record And Video Album 
Beyond The Mind's Eye 


Miramar: How was it composing music to computer animation? 


Jan Hammer: Amazing! It was a total trip. It's like the next best thing to the ‘60s. 
Ya know, playing concerts with light shows. But you know, our eyes 
and our minds are used to something so much more sophisticated _ 
today, so this experience was a chance to take it to another power 
level entirely. : 


M: Was it difficult conceptualizing music for computer animation? - 


Hammer: Well, no. I've been building bridges between sight and sound for 
many years. In fact, I've always considered music to be my virtual 
reality. I can submerge myself to the degree where everything else 
ceases to exist. 


M: What inspires you to work with synthesizers? 


Hammer: ~ There are certain sounds that just don't exist in nature. They just 
couldn't be produced naturally and that's why we need electronics. It's 
wonderful to be able to just imagine a sound that nobody ever heard — 
before, and then be able to create it. 


M: Both the music and the visuals in BEYOND seem to be naturally 
fused -- as if they were created at the same time. One seems to be 
dependent on the other, a kind of symbiotic relationship. Can you 
explain? | 3 | 


Hammer: —_ Yes. What's so exciting about the BEYOND project is that it all works 
together. It gives you a sensory feedback that you belong. It draws 
the viewer and the listener into the total experience, rather than 
feeling forbidden or foreign. 


M: How do you see something, and then interpret it musically? 


Hammer: Ultimately, it comes down to the experience of playing and - 
improvising in the studio. I try not to think about anything too much 
and just let it happen, that's always the best approach. It has some 

connection to the Psychedelic Era, which is definitely coming back in 
many ways -- or has already returned. I think people are open to that 
sort of experience again. 
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